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AN ORAL HISTORY OF RUTH PUGH, 
TEACHER IN A ONE-ROOM SCHOOL 
This afternoon we are visiting with Ruth 
Matilda Jedlicka Pugh about some of her 
experiences as 
teacher. Ruth 
a one-room schoolhouse 
attended Fairplay School, a 
one-room school in Ness County, Kansas, as a 
student and as a teacher. She taught at 
Fairplay in 1945, and from 1949 to 1964 when 
the school closed. She was then transferred 
into Ness City where she was assigned to 
teach first grade until her retirement in 
1987. 
Ruth, would you describe a typical day before 
and after school? 
I usually got to school early and if I didn't 
have any papers to grade from the day before, 
I would begin by carrying in the water and 
building up the fire. I would then put the 
lessons on the chalk board so when the 
children came in they would be ready to begin 







evening I would grade papers and sweep the 
floor. 
What was the length of the school day and 
school year? 
The day began at nine, but the 
usually came at eight because they 




began in September and ended in April. 
Eight months? Did all the schools in the 
area attend for that length of time? 
Just the rural schools. The town kids went 
for nine months. When Fairplay went into 
District 90, we still had school for eight 
months for quite a while. People started 
wondering why our term was shorter, so they 
changed it over to nine months. 
Describe your typical school day curriculum. 
My curriculum consisted of the basics, 
reading, writing and arithmetic. Of course, 
I added the spelling, language, and social 
studies. Everyone in each class of reading 
would read every day and do a math assignment. 








there wouldn't be so many classes, then in 
alternate years they would take the opposite, 
that way I was able to get everything in for 
each student. 




was given at least thirty 
a whole period was allotted for 
reading, anywhere from an hour to an hour and 
a half. Each child read orally every day. I 
had a reading table and each class would come 
up and recite. In math, we had about an hour 
before lunch. The other classes we didn't 
spend as much time. 
Did you have recess? 
Yes, we had a morning recess about ten 
fifteen, one in the afternoon about two 
fifteen, and then an hour at noon. 
Were competency or grade level tests given at 
anytime? 
There were no competency or grade level tests 
given. The eighth grade did take a 
competency test to determine whether or not 










Did Fairplay School have a library? 
We didn't have much of a library. We just 
had a little cupboard that contained about 
one hundred books. We did have access to the 
city library and the traveling library. The 
books would come in a big trunk and be 
shipped by freight. I would go into Ness 
City, pick them up and bring them out to the 
school. 
Did you decide on the textbooks you used? 
No, we had no choice. The county 
superintendent or a committee decided what 
textbooks were to be used. 
What was the atmosphere of the educational 
program? Were you strict, loose, warm, cold? 
How would you describe the atmosphere? 
I like to think that I was strict on the 
learning part. As far as discipline was 
concerned, I was strict until they knew I 
meant business and I could let up. I never 
had too many problems. I punished if they 
needed it, but very seldom had to punish. 







They had to hold up their hands for permission 
to go to the restroom, get out of their seats, 
or to speak. They were not permitted to 
whisper to their neighbor. In that way I was 
fairly strict, because if you kept it down, 
things did not get out of hand. 
What were some of the special observances of 
your school like Christmas, Halloween, 
Valentine's, etc. 
We usually had a Halloween party and a 
Christmas program. We always had a Christmas 
program. We also had a Valentine's Day 
party. The community every month had a 
get-together at the school. Everyone would 
bring little goodies to eat, and I made a pot 
of coffee. They would play cards and visit. 
They really enjoyed it . Almost everyone in 
the community came. 
Did Fairplay have a graduation exercise for 
the eighth grade? 
No , not at Fairplay. The 
and graduated with the 
children. When we became 
children came in 
rest of the county 
part of District 
9 
90, they graduated with the rest of the 
district. 





I stayed at home, just a mile south of the 
schoolhouse. 
How did you get to school everyday? 
I drove most of the time, but if I couldn't 
get my car started, I walked. 
BETTY: How did the children get to school? 




would bring all the children from the west 
area, drop them off , and then pick up the 
children from the east . So she had to start 
pretty early. Then, of course, some of them 
walked. 
How much schooling did you have 
start teaching? 
in 
I had the sum total of 
Fort 
eight 




summer school. Then I started teaching in 
1945 . 
After 1945, I noticed that you didn't teach 
school. What did you do? 
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BETTY: 
I went out to Denver and worked in a tie 
factory for a year and then I came back and 
went to Fort Hays for the whole year, the 
winter session. 
In 1949, you began 
again. Obviously in 





RUTH: No, I got my degree by going to school in the 
summers. I graduated in the summer of 1961. 
BETTY: You taught school and every summer you went 
to summer school? 
RUTH: Yes, every summer and then I also took night 
classes. 
BETTY: Did you participate in the graduate exercises 
RUTH: 
at Hays? 
Yes, I can remember that, because my mother 
never liked to travel and I talked her into 
coming. My twin sister brought her. Just as 
soon as graduation was over, a terrible storm 
broke and I thought my mother was going to 
have a heart attack; she was so frightened. 
BETTY: In what building did the graduation exercises 
take place? 
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RUTH: The graduation was out in the stadium. We 
marched from the back of the stadium to the 
front and had our seating arrangement there. 
It was a beautiful night until that storm 
broke. 
BETTY: Did you ever go any further than your 
RUTH: 
bachelor's degree? 
Oh yes, I just lacked nine hours, I think, of 
having a masters. I had written my paper 
and all. 
BETTY: Was Fairplay a public school? 
RUTH: Yes, anyone in the area was welcome to 
attend. 
BETTY: When was Fairplay built? Do you happen to 
know? 
RUTH: I just don't remember. I know the first 
Fairplay was up on the hill about one-half 
mile north and a mile west, and was made of 
rock. Some of the people decided that the 
school should be more centrally located, 
because so many children were coming so far. 
BETTY: What materials were used to build the new, 
more centrally located school? 
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RUTH: It was constructed of wood and didn't have a 
basement till later years. I remember when 
they went in and dug out a little basement so 
they could put in a furnace. Until that time 
we had an old pot belly stove to heat the 
building. The furnace really made it a lot 
nicer. 
BETTY: Did they, at that time, do something with the 
lighting? 
RUTH: No, we used these gasoline lamps that you had 
to pump up . They had these mantels and so 
many times the bugs got in and knocked the 
mantels out. 
BETTY: Electricity was added later? 
RUTH : Yes, they put in electricity , built in two 
bathrooms, and a little kitchen. So we had 
it real nice for preparing hot meals. We 
even had a little sink to wash their dishes . 
BETTY: Who was in charge of the upkeep of the 
RUTH: 
building? 
District 90 saw to it that the school was 
painted and the lawn was mowed. 
BETTY: Did you have cooks come in to prepare the hot 
meals? 
13 
RUTH: No, we had a list of people that were to 
bring lunches each day. They would send one 
hot dish and enough for all the students. 
During the winter, I put it on the furnace 
and it could be heated. Of course, we didn't 
have hot meals at the beginning of school or 
near the end. The children would set the 
table and we took turns washing the dishes. 
I did take care of dishing up the food. 
BETTY: When the school closed, what happened to all 
RUTH: 
the equipment and supplies? 
Whatever could not be used in town, they had 
an auction and sold it. As far as the 
building was concerned, it was purchased and 
moved to Pawnee Rock. It is being used as a 
shop. I often wished I could have had.the 
school bell to remember the school days at 
Fairplay. 
BETTY: How many students, on the average, attended 
Fairplay yearly? 
RUTH: I would say from twelve to fifteen students. 
I think the most I ever had was twenty-one. 






farmers in the area, so I had nineteen and 
all eight grades. Later, I had kindergarten 
students every year until the school closed. 
Did the kindergarten students attend 
everyday? 
No, I had the kindergarten in the morning on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. I couldn't handle 
them any longer. They did get so they could 
sit and listen. we read them stories and 
taught them their ABC's and how to count. 
What type of occupations have some of your 
students pursued? 
The students became just about everything you 
could imagine. There are farmers, doctors, 
and lawyers. I know one of my students is a 
veterinarian up in the Dakotas. I just 
happened to think of him . He was such a good 
student, a lover of history . He was the one 
that listened to all the history lessons and 
knew better what was being tested than the 
students taking the tests. There are other 
of my students that are doing just as well. 












Was there a school board for your school? 
Only the first year, then we were under the 
school board in Ness City. 
At that time was there a county 
superintendent? 
Yes, and then there was a district 
superintendent. 
Did they come out and evaluate you? How did 
they keep track of what was going on in your 
school? 
I don't know if they came out to evaluate me. 
They came out to visit. They usually stayed 
a half a day or a full class period. 
Do you recall any of their names? 
Dorcas Cole was the superintendent, but the 
first superintendent I had was Freda Rockwell 
who took Valis' place when he went into the 
service. Then Lorena Ferrell took over for a 
time. In later years there was Mr. Paul 
Andree. He usually came out and stayed for 
half a day and visited with the children and 
even helped with the classes sometime. 









When we were in District 90, we came in to 
Ness City for the lyceums. Whenever there 
was a lyceum, I would ask the parents to help 
me and we'd haul the children for the 
programs. 
Do you want me to tell about the playdays? 
Yes. 
Schools down in the south part of the county 
had playday. There were four or five schools 
that got together. We went real early in the 
morning and played ball and other kinds of 
activities. Then we had our sack lunches. 
After lunch we sometimes had a little 
program. Each school would put on a little 
skit for entertainment; then we would play 
ball until it was time to go home. 
I talked to one of your students and they 
recall having real elaborate costumes. Did 
you make those costumes? 
Yes, well I don't remember. I guess it was a 
singing group made up of girls that I fixed 
six or eight crepe paper dresses in all 
different colors. They were real pretty, but 
not too satisfactory. We got through the day 








What kinds of rewards did you use to reward 
your students, or did you use rewards for 
achievement? 
We had perfect attendance awards if they 
didn't miss any days of school. We also had 
spelling awards if they got four perfect 
spelling lessons. They would get a little 
picture that had their name on it. These 
were given to me 
superintendent. As I 
many of them you got a 
by the county 
recall, if you got so 
bigger award, but I 
can't recall how that worked. They did like 
the little pictures; they were pretty. 
Do you happen to recall how much it cost a 
student to enroll at Fairplay School? 
There was no charge. All of their enrollment 
was paid for through taxes. There was no 
personal fee for enrollment. 
Did they purchase their own books? 
Yes, they bought all their own books and 
their supplies. Of course later, when 
District 90 took over, we received things 
like construction paper and typing paper. 
18 
V 
BETTY: Did you have access to any audio-visual 
equipment after they put in electricity? 
RUTH: I didn't use any. I had my own record player 
that we used for playing music. I didn't use 
their projectors. I asked to use a film 
projector one time and I was refused, so from 
then on I didn't bother. 
BETTY: Did you have any other teachers come out and 
assist you in any way? 
RUTH: we did have a speech therapist, Marsha 
Banister, that came out when District 90 took 
over. We also had a music teacher that came 
out twice a week. She usually stayed about 
half an hour and taught the children songs. 
BETTY: Did you have any student teachers at 
Fairplay? 
RUTH: I didn't have any student teachers at 
Fairplay. 
BETTY: What did they do if you would happen to be 
absent for sickness? Did you just not have 
school or did the city send someone out to 
teach in your place? 
RUTH: I think it was mostly that we just didn't 












Do you recall what your salary was when you 
first started teaching? 
I just don't have any idea. I didn't keep a 
record of it so I wouldn't know. It wasn't 
very much I know, but it was probably 
comparable to what we get now. 
What was your salary when you retired? 
It was somewhere around twenty thousand . 
How was your salary determined when you first 
began teaching? 
It was just whatever the board offered. I 
don't think there was any determining. In 
later years it was according to hours and 
experience, but just whatever the board 
offered. 
Were you a member of NEA or KNEA? 
I belonged to NEA because Dorcas Cole was a 
big pusher of NEA. I was a member of NEA all 
thirty-nine years. 
How did you get your paychecks when you 
worked in the country school? 
The board members brought my check and if 
they couldn't bring it, they sent it to me. 








In 1965 when the school closed, you were 
hired to teach first grade . Was this your 
choice, or were you given a choice? 
No, I wasn't. When I came into Ness City, I 
would have preferred to teach second or third 
grade, but Mr. Goff thought I could do a 
better job in first grade. He wanted me in 
first grade and was very emphatic about that. 
What changes did you make in instruction 
between the one-room school and the 
self-contained classroom? 
Most of the subject matter could be expounded 
on so much more. You could spend more time 
in the different areas of the curriculum. In 
the country we spread ourselves pretty thin 
sometimes, but in town we had more time for 
things. Of course, there were more 
activities, too, that cut in on your time in 
the classroom. 
At one time I remember you telling me about 
you taking the children fishing. I imagine 
that you had no opportunity to take your 







No, we didn't go fishing. I don't think I 
would have taken them fishing if I had really 
thought about it; but the children I had out 
in the country were so well behaved. I 
demanded that they stay within hearing 
distance of me while they were fishing. I 
never had any problems. 
How was the inservice training different from 
teaching in the one-room school and the 
schools of today? 
We had Institute for one week before school 
started each year . It lasted all day. In 
town in later years, we had an orientation 
for three days. 
Since your career spread over a number of 
years, do you see any differences in the 
students thirty years ago and the students of 
today? 
I think our fast type of living has caused 
many of the problems with our students of 
today. So many parents leave their children 
at home under a babysitter's care. I think 
they are harder to handle. When I had them 







what was what and the parents would stand 
behind me. Nowadays, parents don't do that . 
If the child gets into trouble, the teacher 
is at fault rather than the child . 
I understand in the country school, they 
didn't call you "Miss Jedlicka". 
No, I was born and raised in the community 
and everyone knew me as Ruth, so that was 
what they called me. No one ever questioned 
it. I think I had their respect as much as 
if they had called me "Miss Jedlicka". 
Your retirement has been so recent, do you 
miss the classroom? 
No, I can't say I do. 
When a person gets 
wears a little thin. 
as good a job. 
I was ready to quit. 
older, their patience 
I think you fail to do 
Ruth, I would like to thank you for our visit 
this afternoon. I sure appreciate your time. 
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